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General Introduction

On December 21, 2011, the City of Spanish Fort was granted coverage under the MS4 Phase Il General
Permit ALR0O40041, replacing the Phase | General Permit ALS00002. As part of the Phase Il Permit
Requirements, a stormwater management plan was developed with the cities of Daphne and Fairhope
and was submitted in June 2012. A new stormwater management plan was written in January 2015
and revised in May 2015. The most recent and currently adopted stormwater management plan
became effective on October 1, 2021 and will expire on September 30, 2026 in accordance with the

current MS4 permit Phase Il General Permit ALR0O40041 effective and expiring on the same dates.

General Permit Number ALR040041, which was issued in 2016, expired on September 30, 2021. The
City was issued a new permit on September 27, 2021 to become effective on October 1, 2021. Spanish
Fort is committed to effecting controls necessary to prohibit the discharge of non-stormwater into its

MS4 and reduce the discharge of pollutants from the MS4.
Overview and Summary

The City of Spanish Fort was established in 1993 and is currently estimated to be populated by more
than 10,000 people. The city’s corporate boundaries encompass roughly 35 square miles. This area
includes about six miles of the Causeway (Battleship Parkway), a high-speed traffic connector between
Mobile and Baldwin County containing US 90/98, as well as a portion of the Interstate 10 Bay Way over
Mobile Bay. As a result of the manner in which individual properties are routinely annexed, the city’s
boundary is very irregular. Roughly described, the city stretches from the southern border of the City
of Bay Minette near US 31 at its northeastern most point to the Tensaw River at Battleship Parkway to
the southwest. The City is bounded by US Highway 31 on its eastern edge, Interstate 10 to the south,
and Bay Minette Creek to the west. From a drainage perspective, Spanish Fort may be viewed as having

six primary drainage areas:
e D’Olive Creek

o Areas generally south of US 31, west of AL 181, and north of | 10 are part of the D’Olive
Watershed, a previously impaired waterway on the ADEM 303(d) list for siltation and
habitat alteration. Major land uses within this watershed include the Spanish Fort
Town Center development, including big box stores such as Bass Pro Shops, Kohl’s and
JC Penny’s, as well as strip mall and residential development centered primarily

around Joe’s Branch. The watershed comprises about 1.69 square miles, or 1081 acres



within Spanish Fort’s jurisdiction. The Joe’s Branch tributary has been a primary focus
of restoration efforts between the Cities of Spanish Fort and Daphne, and the Mobile

Bay National Estuary Program.

e Tensaw River — Apalachee River

Land along and south of a general line from Southern Way to Blakeley Way and north
of US 31 drains to the Tensaw-Apalachee Rivers via the Spanish Fort Branch. The
Causeway is also part of the Tensaw-Apalachee River watershed. This watershed
comprises about 2.76 miles, or 1765 acres within Spanish Fort’s jurisdiction, primarily
made up of residential and strip mall development in the highlands near the old
Spanish and Confederate forts, and small-scale restaurants and mixed uses along the

Causeway.

e Upper Fish River

O

Lands east of AL 181 and south of US 31 — primarily the Eastern Shore Regional
Shopping Center — contribute to the headwaters of the Upper Fish River watershed.
This area is relatively small, draining only 0.83 square miles, or about 530 acres within
the City, however, there are large areas of impervious rooftops and pavement, as well
as increased residential development within the City’s Extraterritorial Jurisdiction that

bear attention moving forward.

e Lower Bay Minette Creek

O

The bulk of Spanish Fort drains into Bay Minette Creek. In general, properties between
US 31 and Bromley Road are part of the Lower Bay Minette Creek watershed.
Approximately 10.7 square miles (6909 acres) of Spanish Fort’s jurisdiction drains the
Lower Bay Minette Creek watershed. Much of this watershed is part of a Large Scale
Planned Unit Development which encompasses more than 11,000 acres north of US
31. While parts of Bay Minette Creek are protected by a “greenway” enforced by the
“Highlands of Spanish Fort” design standards, smaller tributaries are not included.
Lower Bay Minette Creek is perhaps the most threatened watershed in Spanish Fort

due to land use changes, particularly Sibley Creek.



e Upper Bay Minette Creek

o Generally, properties north of Bromley Road and west of US 31 are part of the Upper
Bay Minette Creek watershed. Although land in the Upper Bay Minette Creek
watershed is largely undeveloped, it will most likely be impacted by residential
development within the next two decades. In total, 13.5 square miles (8547 acres) of
Spanish Fort’s jurisdiction drains the Upper Bay Minette Creek watershed. The bulk of

the “Highlands of Spanish Fort” protected greenway is within this watershed.
e  Whitehouse Creek

o Properties near AL 225 north of Bromley Road (approximately 1.4 square miles or 917
acres) are part of the Whitehouse Creek watershed, which ultimately joins Bay
Minette Creek south of Bromley Road. While the area within the City of Spanish Fort
is completely undeveloped, parcels immediately adjacent to the City and Whitehouse
Creek are under increasing threat of development, with several residential

developments currently underway along Bromley Road and AL 225.

Spanish Fort is primarily a residential community growing in population at a rate of about 5% per year.
Residential development is occurring rapidly throughout the City, particularly along US 31, AL 225, and
Jimmy Falkner Drive. There are two elementary schools in the city with approximately 600 students
each, a middle school with approximately 875 students, and one high school with approximately 900
students.

There are three moderately-sized strip shopping centers in the city: two located at the intersection at US
31 and US 98, and a third at US 31 and AL 225. There are two Regional Shopping Centers located at the
intersections of Interstate 10 and US 90/98 and Interstate 10 and AL 181. Several small commercial
business, churches and professional offices exist along US 31 and US 98. There is a small Commercial
Business Park in Spanish Fort called the I-10 Commerce Center that is home to three small, low impact
industrial companies. None have been found to have any illicit discharges.

Older residential areas and some commercial establishments within Spanish Fort are served by septic
tanks. With the exception of the latest addition to Wakefield Subdivision in 2000, all developments
inside the corporate limits of Spanish Fort since 1993 have been connected to the sanitary sewer
collection system owned and operated by Daphne Utilities. Newer residential areas in the northern part
of the city are connected to sanitary sewer service operated by Baldwin County Sewer Service. The part
of the Causeway immediately east of the Tensaw River is served with sanitary sewer owned and
operated by the Mobile Area Water and Sewer System. With no exceptions, commercial establishments
west of Chocolatta Bay are connected to this sewer. The remaining Causeway area, from Chocolatta Bay
east to Spanish Fort Bluff, has been connected to Baldwin County Sewer Service. No package plants



remain in use on the Causeway. The eastern end of the Causeway contains a mix of residential and
commercial development.

All of the city’s streets are paved. Newer subdivision streets have been built with curb and gutter, closed
stormwater systems and stormwater detention facilities. Older streets, built before the city was
incorporated, are mostly constructed with side ditches and occasionally with asphalt wing gutters.

The city’s Subdivision Regulations and Zoning Ordinance require approval of engineered drawings based
on actual site conditions. All new building construction must conform to the 2012 International Building
Code. The city has a full-time Building Official to enforce this code.

It is important to note that, like Daphne and Fairhope, Spanish Fort does have extra-territorial planning
jurisdiction in a limited area outside of its corporate limits. Therefore, Spanish Fort’s legal authority for
planning control is limited to within its corporate boundaries and the small area under extraterritorial
jurisdiction. Code enforcement within the ETJ is limited to subdivision regulation.

Spanish Fort has participated with other Baldwin County permittees, Baldwin County, the City of
Daphne, and the City of Fairhope in the development and execution of its Stormwater Management
Plan (updated in 2021) to avoid creating duplicate program elements. Additionally, the City has a full-
time Environmental Manager on staff to carry out the day-to-day duties of the Phase Il MS4 Permit.

As a permittee, the city is responsible for:

e Compliance with the permit conditions relating to discharges from its Municipal Separate

Storm Sewer System (MS4);
e Stormwater management program implementation;
e Annual Reporting;

e A plan of action to resume responsibility for implementation of stormwater management and

monitoring programs within its MS4; and

e Joint responsibility with other permittees for permit compliance.

Compliance with the Five (5) Minimum Control Measures

The following details the status of each goal to which the City of Spanish Fort committed through Year 1
of its Stormwater Management Plan effective October 1, 2021. This report includes compliance as of

March 31, 2022.
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